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skills necessary to adopt a healthy lifestyle and
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national scale, the benefit is growth
have the right to an education that is
equality, a ripple effect of opportunity impacts
on generations to come.

In Global Education & Skills: An Oxbridg

i the award-winning St James's House Media and

the Student Unions of Oxford and|Cambridge
Universities have worked together to produce
a commemorative title that celebrates education,
training and skills around the world, demo ating

success in these areas and providing a

into the people and organisations that are
working to improve education

and international level

a national

In today’s e omic climate, access to

education, skills and retraining is likely to be
more important than ever. As Britain f
government cuts and educational uph
Global Education & Skills: An Oxbridge Guid
examines the beacons of learning achievement
that have been setting the standards at home
and abroad: the world’s most in
s and universities, the Department for
onal Healthy Schools
amme, the Sixth Form Colleges’ Forum,

ovative schools,

| the Association of Learning Providers, UNESCO,

and many more. It showcases the educational
institutions and organisations around the globe
that are blazing a trail to excellence.




OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE

In the UK, the magnificent buitdings of the Oxford
and Cambridge universities house two of the
world's richest sources of intellectual talent

Oxford and Cambridge are consistently the
highest-ranking institutions in the UK university
league tables, and among the handful of
universities rated best in the world. Despite their
traditional competitiveness and rivalry, Britain's
two premier universities are united on a number
of fronts - not least in the shared commitment to
exemplary education that is responsibte for their
remarkable reputations worldwide. Conversely,
countries throughout the world have benefited
from the brilliance and commitment of individuals
who have graduated from ‘Oxbridge’ to go on to
outstanding careers as prime ministers, scientists,
scholars, professors, medics, business leaders,
industrialists and entrepreneurs.

The University of Oxferd is the oldest in the
English-speaking world. While there is no clear
foundation date, it is known that teaching existed
in some form in Oxford from 1096 and then grew
rapidly from 1167, when Henry il banned English

y
AN

students from attending the University of Paris.
Since then its international reputation and
appeal have grown exponentially, with today’s
students drawn from more than 145 countries and
territories to make up a population cf more than
20,000, a third of which comes from outside the
United Kingdom

But it’s not just longevity and global reach that
mark Oxford out and give the university its special
character; a distinctive college-based tutorial
system underpins a culture of close academic
supervision and careful personal support. More than
40 colleges and halls help foster this intense and
interdisciplinary approach - one that inspires many
of the university's cutstanding achievements and
helps makes it a leader in so many fields. With its
emphasis on co-operation and collaboration, it is
an approach especially suited to confronting many
of the hugely complex challenges that face the
world today.

Oxford’s academics are regularly recognised by
the award of prestigious international accolades,
gnd with its seven Queen’s Anniversary Prizes for
Higher and Further Education {a celebration of

outstanding achievement in UK academic and
vocational institutions], the university has claimed
more than any other. In 2010 it was ranked joint
sixth in the world in The Times Higher Education
World University Rankings; the annual Times
Good University Guide named it as Britain’s best
university for the ninth year running; it topped 7he
Guardic paper’s UK rankings for the sixth
consecutive year and The Independent league table
for tne eighth time in nine years.

RIVALS IN HISTORY
Contending with Oxford for first place in the UK's
university rankings, and with more than 800
years of providing the world with some cf its most
forward-thinking and revolutionary minds, the
University of Cambridge is justly famous for its
heritage of scholarship, historic influence, and
magnificent architecture, and it continues to be
one of the most important international centres for
teaching and research

In 2010 Cambridge was placed at the top of the
prestigious QS world university rankings, knocking
America's Harvard University off the top spot for
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‘EDUCATION HAS TO BE SEEN AS
NVESTMENT AND A DRIVER OF

LONG-TERM GROWTH AND SOCIAL
COHESION - T IS A PUBLIC GOQD,
AND SOMETHING THAT CONCERNS
AND UNITES US ALL’

y

‘SOMETHING WHICH HAS BEEN
DRIVING THE QUALITY OF
EDUCATION AROUND THE GLOBE
IS THE VERY HIGH USE OF
COMPUTERS AND THE INTERNET"

the first time in seven years. The QS league table
is based on quality of research and teaching,
graduate employability, and how international the
institution is. The accolade reflects Cambridge’s
position at the forefront of international schalarship,
and how successfully it is sustaining investment
in new facilities, in new areas of study and, most
importantly, in people. Cambridge’s reputation
for outstanding academic performance is respected
worldwide and reflects the intellectual achievements
of its students and staff.

With the highest research paper output of
any British university, Cambridge is the UK's top
research producer. It is also closely linked with the
development of the technology businesses in and
around Cambridge, which forms the area known
as ‘Silicon Fen’ or the ‘Cambridge Cluster’ - the
second-largest venture capital market in the world
after Silicon Valley in Califernia. In a recent study
the marketing consultancy World Brand Lab rated
Cambridge the 50th most influential brand in the
world, and the 4th most influential university
brand, beaten only by Harvard, MIT and Stanford
in the United States.

But while some of the very best univarsities
may be in the English-speaking world, the top
200 are now spread across nearly 30 nations.
Educational institutions around the globe are active

in generating new technology and ideas acr
2 huge range of disciplines, as well as integrating
closely with the ecenomies they form a part of.

EDUCATION BEGINS EARLY
Of course, education begins long before students
enter universit hools and colleges play a
huge role in preducing the next generation of
thinkers, entrepreneurs and leaders

The Trends in International Mathematics
and Science Study [TIMSS], run every four years
by Boston College in Massachusetts, is one of

| the largest comparative assessments of pupil

achievement in primary and secondary schools
around the world. More than 60 countries will
be participating in the 2011 study, including major

| economic powers such as Germany, 'taly and

Japan as well as the United States
In the most-recent study in 2007, England’s
10- and 14-year-olds were among the highest

| performers in more than 50 countries, scoring

better in maths and science than every other
European country, including neighbouring Scotland
England’s highest rating was in secondary
science, where 14-year-olds were ranked fifth
amongst participating countries and beaten only
by Singapore, Chinese Taipei, Japan and South
Korea. Although British schoolchildren may beg to






