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Rob Bowden reports on a unique partnership 

between a school in Northumbria and Universities in 

ǘƘŜ ¦{!Χ 

Rob Bowden is a PE teacher at Wimslow High School in Cheshire. 

Monkseaton School from Whitley Bay 
created history this season with the 
successful defence of their English schools 
FA cup.  The side eased to a 4-0 win in the 
final over Millfield School thanks to a hat 
trick from skipper and England under -18 
schoolboy player Phil Bannister and a 
single strike from Paul King.  

The success of Monkseaton is no fluke but the product of 
an innovative system that paves the way for talented 
footballers to pursue their studies in America having been 
through the Monkseaton football Academy. The defeat of 
Millfield, shows how the state system can produce sports 
teams of the highest standard by thinking outside the box. 

The boys from this team are also being given the chance for 
academic success, seven of the current side, including 
Bannister and King, have won scholarships to American 
Universities.  The scholarships are worth around £15,000 to 
£25,000 per annum and total about a million dollars over 
the period of the degree. 

Coach Danny Olsen, a former Ipswich Town player who runs 
the Academy, said: ΨΩǿŜ had a dozen coaches here from 
America in the first three months of this year to see the 
boys play and meet their familiesΦΩΩ    

Olsen runs the Academy in the manner of a professional 
sports team but interspersed with academic lessons.  
Generally, the boys do school work in the mornings and 
train in the afternoons. The carrot of a football scholarship 
helps focus the mind in lessons, as the mix of academic and 
sporting success has to be right. 

 Olsen commented: ΨΩǿŜ speak to the boys who may be 
suitable at least six months before their GCSEs so that they 
know the importance of academic success and how it 
ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇΦΩΩ  wƻǳƎƘƭȅ 
speaking the better a football player does academically the 
better the scholarship he can win.  A bright student can go 
to a top-division University on a full scholarship while a less 
academic player may have to pay part fees at a lesser 
University. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ tŀǳƭ YŜƭƭŜȅΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
ŀŎŀŘŜƳȅ ǎŀƛŘΥ ΨΩ.ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǎŎƘƻols and Universities simply do 
not recognise sporting excellence in the way that US 
Universities do it is a different mindset.  Schools here do 
not give the same status as academic pursuits.  We have to 
create a different pattern of learning in Britain that gives 
ǎǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛǘ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎΦΩΩ 

In many ways Monkseaton is a sports college that focuses 
on football but because it has attained the money through 
private finance, it is not constrained by the red tape that 
surrounds sport colleges.  Sport colleges have several 
participation targets and redesignation is tied in to the 
whole school exam results ς not sporting performance.  
Monkseatons academy pursues sporting excellence and 
helps to keep youngsters in education after the age of 16.  
Neither or these criteria are currently recognised as 
measures of success for sports colleges. 

Mr Kelley, an American himself, has certainly brought a 
different ethos to how sport can be run in schools.  The fact 
that he has pioneered the system within the state sector is 
a fantastic achievement from which many talented sports 
players will benefit. 

 

 

 
 

Academy Students 
Benefits 
ü USA Scholarships 

ü FA Level Coaching Award 

ü CSLA Coaching Award 

ü Discounted Physiotherapy 

ü Links to Whitley Bay FC 

ü ECFA National Football League 

ü FAYC Youth Cup 

ü Chance to play against professional teams at 1
st

 

team grounds 

ü International trips to USA and Europe. 

 

 

Phil Bannister 
 Plays for Loyola 
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Sporting Excellence 

at Monkseaton 
 Over the last few years Monkseaton has acquired a 
reputation for sporting excellence, having established 
a number of academies including those for football 
and rugby. 

 At the heart of the all the academies is a strong 
academic ethos, which means that students have to 
undertake full time academic courses alongside the 
academy. The students generally train in the 
afternoons allowing them to concentrate on their 
studies in the morning.  Within the academies the 
students also have the opportunity to gain valuable 
coaching and refereeing awards, enabling them to 
pass on their knowledge and skills to the local 
community. 

 

 Football Academy 

Monkseaton currently have two football academies 
within their 6th Form, a boys and girlsΩ academy.  The 
boyΩs academy has been established for a number of 
years and is run by Danny Olson, an ex-professional 
footballer.  Over the last two years they have 
achieved phenomenal success, having been crowned 
English Schools National champions for two successive 
years and remaining unbeaten during that time, 
sweeping the board in all local competitions they 
entered. Several students have combined their 
footballing abilities with their academic prowess to 
earn scholarships at top American universities. In 
October the academy are travelling to Baltimore, 
America to train and play in a series of matches. 

Prospective academy players must currently play at a 
suitably high standard. For further information please 
contact the school on 0191 297 9700 

 

The Girls Football academy 

 The girls academy has been more recently 
established and is run by Kerry Davison, whose 
previous clubs include Newcastle United and Whitley 
Bay.  The girls have made tremendous progress this 
year, finishing in the final four of the Northumberland 
seven a-side league and reaching the 4th Round of the 
English Schools National Trophy. 

 

Rugby Academy 

In addition to the football academies, last year 
Monkseaton set up a Rugby Academy in order to 
allow progression for their talented rugby players.  
The team, coached by Alastair Gibson has enjoyed an 
extremely promising opening campaign competing 
successively against a number of more established 
and larger independent schools.  

 

The Sunday Times      May 2007 EDUCATION 

 

ΨΩItΩs a tale to raise the spirits of any football-mad 

British teenager and reassure any parent.  Seven 
pupils from Monkseaton High School have won 
ΨΩǎƻŎŎŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎƘƛǇǎΩΩ to American Universities worth 
$1m (£500.000) in total. 

The moral of their story? A passion for football 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ !-Levels 

and a University degreeΩΩ. 

 

 


